
Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack.

Suggest each child build an ark for snack by using tube 
icing to hold sections of graham cracker together. Remark 
that the ark reminded the Israelites that God was with 
them. Explain that when we trust in Jesus, He is with us. 
We do not need a special box to know God is with us.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What happened to the ark of God when the Israelites 
took it into battle? (!e Philistines captured it.)

2. What were some things that happened to the 
Philistines when they had the ark? (!eir statue of 
Dagon fell facedown and broke. People got really sick in 
the cities where the ark was.)

3. How did the Philistines return the ark of God? (!ey 
put it on a cart behind two cows and sent it back to the 
Israelites along with some gifts of gold.)

4. Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater 
than everything.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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1 Samuel 8–15

STORY POINT: God’s people 
wanted a king.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Jeremiah 10:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is anything greater than God? No, God 

is greater than everything.

Unit 10 • Session 3
Israel’s First King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
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LEADER Bible Study
Today’s Bible story picks up more than 20 years after the Philistines 
returned the ark of God to the Israelites. During that time, Israel began 
to seek God again, and Samuel led them to remove their foreign gods and 
worship God only.

Samuel had judged Israel throughout his lifetime, but he was getting old. 
So Samuel made his sons, Joel and Abijah, judges over Israel. But like 
many sons before them, Joel and Abijah did not follow the example of 
their father. They disobeyed God and caused problems for Israel. The 
elders of Israel spoke to Samuel about his sons and demanded a king. All 
the other nations around them had kings, they pointed out. Samuel knew 
their desire to imitate the nations around them was sinful, and he prayed 
to God.

“Give them what they want,” God said. “They have not rejected you; 
they have rejected Me as their King.” Samuel explained to the Israelites 
what rights a king would have over them; he warned them that when they 
regretted asking for a king—and they would regret it—God would not 
help them. 

The people insisted on having a king, so God chose a man named Saul to 
be the king. By all appearances, Saul was a good king. He was handsome, 
taller than most people, and God had blessed him. But Saul failed to obey 
God. First, Saul sinned by burning offerings in Samuel’s absence. Later, 
when the Israelites defeated the Amalekites, Saul did not follow God’s 
instructions for destroying everything. The Lord regretted making Saul 
king.

As you teach, guide preschoolers to understand that Saul was not the 
king the people needed. All earthly kings are imperfect. But we can see 
how those kings point us to the perfect King, Jesus, who followed His 
Father’s instructions without fail. Thank God for sending us the King we 
needed—a King who loved us enough to give His life for our salvation.
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The BIBLE Story

Israel’s First King
1 Samuel 8–15

Samuel was a judge in Israel. One day, God’s people said, “The 
people around us have a king. We want a king too!”

Samuel was not sure what to do, so he prayed. God said, “Give 
the people a king, but warn them what an earthly king 

can do.”
A king could make their sons serve 
in the army. A king could make their 

daughters work for him, or he could 
take away their land and servants. 

Still the Israelites didn’t care. 
“Give us a king!” they said.

God chose a man named 
Saul to be king. Samuel 
anointed Saul with oil, and the 
Spirit of God was with Saul.

When the time came for 
the Israelites to meet their new 

king, Saul was missing! The 
people found Saul hiding. Saul 

stood among all the people and 
they said, “Long live the king!”
But Saul was not a good king. He 

did not obey God. One day, Saul took 
an army to fight the Philistines. But the 

Philistines had more chariots, more horses, 
and more soldiers. Saul wanted to ask God for help. 

Maybe if he made an offering to God, they would win the battle. 
But that was not a good idea. Only the priests were allowed to give 

offerings to God. Saul waited for Samuel to come, but Saul’s soldiers 
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Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Wear a hand 
crown: Show 
preschoolers how to 
cup their hands and 
rest them on top of 
their head to act as 
a crown. Practice the 
motion a few times. 
Tell preschoolers to 
put on a hand crown 
anytime they hear 
the word king in the 
Bible story.  

• Tell a monologue: 
Invite a man to dress 
in Bible times clothing 
and tell the Bible 
story as a monologue 
from the perspective 
of Samuel. 

started to leave. Saul decided to make an offering to God 
himself.

Then Samuel arrived. “What have you done?” Samuel 
asked. “You have disobeyed God. You will not be king 
much longer.”

Some time later, the Israelites won a battle against the 
Amalekites (uh MAL uh kights). God told Saul to destroy 
everything, but Saul did not obey. He only destroyed 
things he didn’t want.

God told Samuel, “I am sorry that I made Saul king 
because he does not obey Me.”

Saul argued with Samuel. “I did obey God!” he said. “I 
just saved the best animals to sacrifice to the Lord.”

“Does God care more about obedience or sacrifices?” 
Samuel asked. “You rejected His instruction, so God has 
rejected you as king.”

Saul admitted his sin and asked for forgiveness. Samuel 
said, “God is going to make someone else king.”

Christ Connection: God planned for a heavenly king to rule 
over His people, but the Israelites wanted an earthly king like the 
people around them. God made Saul king, but King Saul did not 
obey God. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be king over everything. 
King Jesus obeyed God perfectly and died so we can be forgiven.

3333Samuel and King Saul


