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Some Journeys with God intersect the corner of Maple and Mtn.View
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45th Anniversary Celebration

On Sunday September
11th, 2016 we celebrat-
ed our 45th Anniversary.
It was a big hit with eve-
ryone who attended. Jim
Lewis delivered a won-
derful message. After
service our afternoon
was filled with good
food, yummy treats, de-
lightful music, and fun
activities. We enjoyed
musical performances by
our children/youth group
and several church mem-
bers. A big Thank You to
Janet and Paul Smith
who did a fantastic job
at making lunch for all of
us, it was delicious. Our

Chil dr

Children’s Church here
at Mountain Bible has
been off to a very busy
start of the school year.
The children have been
enjoying our new curricu-
lum called Dig In. Dig In
takes a hands on learning
approach which the chil-
dren really enjoy. Learn-
ing is always more enjoya-
ble when you can get your
hands dirty and create
something wonderful. Our
Children’s Church has also
been busy collecting items
to fill our shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child.
The children enjoy being a
part of collecting and cre-
ating the shoeboxes to
send. To see their excite-

dessert silent auction was
a big success bringing in
a grand total of
$254.50. Thanks to eve-
ryone who provided a
dessert as well as those
placing a bid on all of
the amazing desserts.

ment as they not only
reach but surpass their
original goal, has been so
rewarding. The children
had set an original goal
of 500 items to fill shoe-
boxes with and has sur-
passed that by more than
200 items and counting.
The children will be hav-
ing a packing party very
soon, they set a goal of
packing 400 boxes to
ship, | am sure with their
hard work they will meet
this goal as well.

We are having some
big events coming up
soon for the children. The
first one is Pumpkin
Patch and our Trunk or
Treat which is held on

The children had fun
playing in the bounce
house, making ice cream
Sundaes and having
snow cones.
The group games was
another big hit of the
day. Lots of laughter and
enjoy-
ment
. came

| from the
game
corner of
= the

o yard.
| There
were
countless
individu-

S Church

Oct 28th from 6- 8pm.
Please help the children
have a fun and positive
experience by helping
with the event. One way
to help make that happen
is through the donation of
bags of candy. The ex-
citement of collecting can-
dy is one of the fun as-
pects of this event. Pump-
kin Patch is a community
outreach event, so please
invite everyone you know
to come and share this
exciting evening with us.
Next comes our Christmas
Program that the children
and youth will put on. Our
held on December 16th
at 6pmit will be a night
full of joy, love, laughter,

als who helped in so many
ways, thank you to every-
one. Without all of the
volunteers we could not
have had such a successful
event and been able to
enjoy a wonderful day
celebrating 45 amazing
years. We are looking
forward to celebrating
many more wonderful
years here at Mountain
Bible Church.

Brandie Johnson

Corner

music, and telling of the
real meaning of Christ-
mas. More information
will be coming within the
next month, stay tuned
to find out how you can
help or how you can be
a part of this amazing
event.

Please keep the Chil-
dren’s Church in your
prayers. It is my prayer
that the excitement and
enjoyment they feel now
for church and giving will
continue to grow and
inspire others.

Brandie Johnson

Parenting Prodigals A Journey of Perseverance

The term “prodigals’ im-
mediately evokes the pas-
sionate image of the father
in the well-known parable
(Luke 15:1-32), running to
embrace his returning son. |
however, want to take the
time to walk you through the
painful journey during the in-
between time. For some par-
ents it is a matter of months,
for others it is years, or sad-
ly, a lifetime of never em-
bracing a returning son or
daughter to the protective
fold of our Savior.

There probably isn’t a
role in life that is judged
more critically by relatives
and friends than the role of
parenting. As harsh as others
can be on us, no one is hard-
er than we are on ourselves.
We are tempted to second-
guess choices we made in
our lives that affected our
children, or our method of
discipline, or most painful of
all, our own lack of spiritual
growth. Satan, if we permit
him, will render us complete-
ly ineffective and defeated
as Christians.

Most children come to
Christ in a Sunday school, a
camp or with a parent. Some
gradually grow into the
knowledge of Jesus due to
their spiritual up bringing.
However, at some point in
their lives children growing
into teen hood or entering
college must come to terms
with their own personal faith.
The question is, is it the faith
of their childhood, or of their
parents? I've heard it de-
scribed as a “crisis of faith”.
This is especially when a

child is raised in a church
environment or in the Bible
belt.

When a child makes a
conscious or subconscious
(via behavior) decision to
not walk with the Lord, it is
vital that we as parents
prove to them that our un-
conditional love does not
leave them because they
have wandered from the
faith of their youth. It was
pointed out to me that chil-
dren must FEEL loved. If you
ask any person young or old
if their parents love them,
most will say yes. However,
if you ask them if they FELT
loved by their parents the
answer usually involves
more soul searching.

The admonition in 1
Thess. 5:13 to “pray without
ceasing” must be a part of
your life. This point is best
illustrated in the story of St.
Augustine. By all accounts
before he came to faith, he
was a wretched promiscuous
human being. His mother
Monica spent years manipu-
lating situations to rein him
in. After pleading with her
bishop to speak to Augustine
personally, his response was
“let him be, only pray to the
Lord on his behalf”. Thank-
fully she heeded his admoni-
tion, and was blessed to
witness her son coming to
faith before she died. Au-
gustine went on to become
one of the voices of Christi-
anity, and has influenced the
church to this day. So often
our impatience manifests
itself in thinking we can
bring our child back by our

own efforts. But ultimately it
lies in the power of the Holy
Spirit to convict and restore.

No article on this subject
would be complete without
suggesting how to minister
to your friends or family
members who are on this
painful journey

Quotes and even Bible
verses quickly become rep-
etitious. It is almost automat-
ic for friends and even
strangers to assure parents
of prodigals that “they
know” our children will re-
turn to the Lord. Somehow
making claims of that nature
seems to impose our will
upon their life. It only adds
to one’s confusion. “Why am
| not receiving or hearing
the same promises from
God?” Just being a caring
listener is the best way to
minister.

To young parents just
starting your adventure,
allow me to pass on pro-
found advice that | wish |
had when my children were
young: “Be more concerned
with being a Godly parent,
than producing Godly chil-
dren.”

Modeling Godliness of-
ten speaks louder than your
words. Sheltering them from
worldly influences is a daily
decision. We must bear in
mind that sheltering them
from the corporate body of
the church (even with all its
warts!) will never result in
preparing them to be “in
the world not of the world”.
No individual, young or old,
grows spiritually without

suffering the consequence
of his or her own mistakes.
The balance between ex-
hibiting grace and permit-
ting spiritual growth will
always be a challenge,
even when your child be-
comes an adult.

In closing, let me share
a personal quote from Dr.
James Dobson, that | find
so freeing from much of
the guilt associated with
parenting prodigals: “Too
often we take too much
credit if our kids turn out
great, and too much
blame if they don’t “. Re-
member that we are una-
ble to see our children’s
timeline of life. There is a
beginning and an end, of
which we may or may not
be around to witness. We
must rest in the knowledge
that God has their entire
timeline in his loving
hands.

Jesus pointedly states
in Matthew 18:5-6 “...and
anyone who welcomes a
little child like this on my
behalf is welcoming me.
But if any one causes
these little ones who trust
in me to loose faith, it
would be better for that
person to be thrown into
the sea with a large mill-
stone tied around their
neck.” It is encouraging
that Jesus is very serious
when it comes to our chil-
dren’s walk with him,
young and old. His love
for our children far sur-
passes even our own love
for them.

- Yvonne Dunlap
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Early Church History by Jerry Henry
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