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later; but before she died 

the class had grown to a 

regular Sunday afternoon 

attendance of between 

five and six hundred la-

dies. Her Pastor could 

see that Mrs. Bartlett was 

a very gifted woman and 

thatôs why he asked her 

to take the class. What 

she struggled to under-

stand was that her Pastor 

didnôt ask her to take the 

class for the reasons she 

perceived. She was 

thinking there were more 

qualified teachers than 

herself, and she was 

probably right. So why 

did Pastor Spurgeon ask 

her? 

     She looked at her 

teaching skills and said, 

ñNo thank you.ò Her 

Pastor looked at her char-

acter qualities and asked 

her to reconsider. After 

ten years of teaching and 

leading this class, the 

unanimous consensus 

among the ladies was 

that her great gifts were 

her loving heart and 

     Each of us is called to 

be a vital part of the local 

Church. The Church is a 

body and each Christian 

contributes to the health 

and condition of it. We 

work as a team so we ei-

ther win together or we 

suffer defeat together.  

John Wooden (a former 

great UCLA basketball 

coach) always taught his 

teams that for every basket 

scored, ten hands had a 

part it. That is certainly a 

true axiom within the 

Church. When enough 

Christians understand this 

axiom, that church will 

have a brand new life with-

in. 

     I read a true story re-

cently that sounded so fa-

miliar I decided to share it 

with you. This took place 

back in about 1865 and the 

person of interest is  Mrs. 

Bartlett. She was asked to 

step in to do a ministry that 

she felt ill prepared or 

qualified to do.  A ladiesô 

class that met on Sunday 

afternoons was without a 

teacher. Attendance had 

dropped all the way 

down to about five or six 

ladies. Her Pastor, Mr. 

Charles H Spurgeon 

asked Mrs. Bartlett to 

consider taking the class 

as he felt the ladiesô min-

istry was essential for 

their Church to achieve 

the goals of a whole 

ñbodyò ministry. 

     Of course she didnôt 

perceive herself to be a 

qualified teacher and be-

sides she had a heart 

condition which limited 

her strength. (BTW the 

heart condition was in-

deed real). Her Pastor 

persuaded her to take the 

class on a trial basis. Af-

ter one month she decid-

ed to take it for a second 

month and so on. The 

class began to grow and 

as it did both ladies and 

their families began to 

feed into the church be-

coming a vital part of the 

Church family. 

     Mrs. Bartlett died ap-

proximately ten years 

Some Journeys with God intersect the corner of  Maple and Mtn.View 

October  2016 Volume 29 Issue 10 

MOUNTAIN  B IBLE  CHURCH 

The Messenger 



compassion for each of 

the ladies. That is also 

precisely why her Pas-

tor asked her to take the 

class in the first place. 

Mrs. Bartlettôs propen-

sity was to be a non-

judgmental person. Her 

proclivity (practice of 

habit) was purely to 

love, accept, and for-

give the ladies. I can 

assure you that her pas-

tor saw that penchant in 

her as well before he 

asked her to take this 

class. 

     Please consider care-

fully any ministry your 

Pastor asked you to 

consider doing. Most 

likely he already knows 

the objection youôre 

about to give. He also 

sees potential in areas 

of your life and charac-

ter that make you per-

fectly fitted for the min-

istry at issue. 

     This illustration is a 

true story from the Met-

ropolitan Tabernacle in 

London, England Pas-

tored by Charles H. 

Spurgeon in the mid-

1850ôs. The purpose of 

my relating it is be-

cause its essence is still 

true in every aspect of 

ministry in 2016. 

Sometimes a good 

question to ask your 

Pastor before you say, 

ñNoò is, ñWhat do you 

see in me that would 

lead you to believe I 

can do this ministry 

successfullyò? Any 

Church can be revived 

whose ñSheepò decide 

to follow their 

ñShepherd.ò He has 

been trained to know 

where the green pas-

Continue 
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A well-known proverb 

states that an optimistic 

would say a glass is half 

full, while a pessimist 

would say it is half emp-

ty. What would people 

of different professions 

and walks of life say? 

The BANKER would say 

that the glass has just 

under 50% of its net 

worth in liquid assets. 
The GOVERNMENT 

would say that the glass 

is fuller than if the oppo-

sition party were in pow-

er. 

The OPPOSITION 

would say that it is irrel-

evant because the pre-

sent administration has 

changed the way such 

volume statistics are col-

lected. 

The ECONOMIST 

would say that, in real 

terms, the glass is 25% 

fuller than at the same 

time last year. 

The PHILOSOPHER 

would say that, if the 

glass were in the forest 

and no one was there to 

see it, would it be half 

anything? 

The PSYCHIATRIST 

would ask, "What did 

your mother say about 

the glass?" 

The PHYSICIST would 

say that the volume of 

this cylinder is divided 

into two equal parts: one 

a colorless, odorless liq-

uid; the other a colorless, 

odorless gas. Thus, the 

cylinder is neither full 

nor empty. Rather, each 

half of the cylinder is 

full, one with a gas, one 

with a liquid. 

The SEASONED 

DRINKER would say 

that the glass doesn't 

have enough ice in it. 

Water In The Glass 

tures and still waters 

are! 

Have a great October 

and letôs do the minis-

tries set before us with 

all the strength God 

supplies,  

  

Your Pastor, Marv 

 

 

Of the many influ-

ences that have 

shaped the United 

States into a distinc-

tive nation and peo-

ple, none may be 

said to be more fun-

damental and endur-

ing than the Bibleò  -

Ronald Reagan 

 

 

ñ The general princi-

ples on which the 

fathers achieved in-

dependence were the 

general principles of 

Christianity...ò- John 

Adams 
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For Help and Answers 
Call the church office-----——————-—————-----822-7541 

Crisis Prayer requests————--------—Call Carol, 822-5479 

Change address or phone———————————---822-7541 

Doctrinal questions-----——————-–————--------822-7541 

Wedding questions----———————-————---------822-7541 

Hospital visits----------------——————————-—-------822-7541 

Counseling Information--———–———————-------822-7541 

Child dedication Service -———————————-----822-7541 

Student Ministries (Junior High to College)---—-822-7541 

Membership/Baptism-----———————————------822-7541 

Anniversaries in Oct. 
 

Name                        Day 
 

Birthdays in October 

 

You can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks 

A woman called our air-

line Οcustomer-service 

desk asking if she could 

take her dog on board. 

“Sure,” I said, “as long 

as you provide your own 

kennel.” I further ex-

plained that the kennel 

needed to be large 

enough for the dog to 

stand up, sit down, turn 

around, and roll over. 

The customer was flum-

moxed: Ο“I’ll never be 

able to teach him all of 

that by tomorrow!” 

 

A school teacher injured his back and had to wear a plaster cast around the upper part of his body. It 

fit under his shirt and was not noticeable at all. 

On the first day of school, still with the cast under his shirt, he found 

himself assigned the toughest students in school. Walking confidently 

into the rowdy classroom, he opened the window as wide as possible 

and then busied himself with desk work. When a strong breeze made 

his tie flap, he took the desk stapler and stapled the tie to his chest. 

He had NO trouble with discipline that term! - From Mikeyôs Funnies 
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On Sunday September 
11th, 2016 we celebrat-
ed our 45th Anniversary. 
It was a big hit with eve-
ryone who attended. Jim 
Lewis delivered a won-
derful message. After 
service our afternoon 
was filled with good 
food, yummy treats, de-
lightful music, and fun 
activities. We enjoyed 
musical performances by 
our children/youth group 
and several church mem-
bers. A big Thank You to 
Janet and Paul Smith 
who did a fantastic job 
at making lunch for all of 
us, it was delicious. Our 

dessert silent auction was 
a big success bringing in 
a grand total of 
$254.50. Thanks to eve-
ryone who provided a 
dessert as well as those 
placing a bid on all of 
the amazing desserts. 

The children had fun 
playing in the bounce 
house, making ice cream  
Sundaes and having 
snow cones.  
The group games was 
another big hit of the 
day. Lots of laughter and 

enjoy-
ment 
came 
from the 
game 
corner of 
the 
yard.  
There 
were 
countless 
individu-

45th Anniversary Celebration 
als who helped in so many 
ways, thank you to every-
one.  Without all of the 
volunteers we could not 
have had such a successful 
event and been able to 
enjoy a wonderful day 
celebrating 45 amazing 
years. We are looking 
forward to celebrating 
many more wonderful 
years here at Mountain 
Bible Church. 
 
Brandie Johnson 

Oct 28th from 6 - 8pm. 

Please help the children 

have a fun and positive 

experience by helping 

with the event. One way 

to help make that happen 

is through the donation of 

bags of candy. The ex-

citement of collecting can-

dy is one of the fun as-

pects of this event. Pump-

kin Patch is a community 

outreach event, so please 

invite everyone you know 

to come and share this 

exciting evening with us.  

Next comes our Christmas 

Program  that the children 

and youth will put on. Our  

held on December 16th 

at 6pm it will be a night 

full of joy, love, laughter, 

Children’s Church Corner  
ment as they not only 

reach but surpass their 

original goal, has been so 

rewarding. The children 

had set an original goal 

of 500 items to fill shoe-

boxes with and has sur-

passed that by more than 

200 items and counting. 

The children will be hav-

ing a packing party very 

soon, they set a goal of 

packing 400 boxes to 

ship, I am sure with their 

hard work they will meet 

this goal as well. 

We are having some 

big events coming up 

soon for the children. The 

first one is Pumpkin 

Patch and our Trunk or 

Treat which is held on 

Children’s Church here 

at Mountain Bible has 

been off to a very busy 

start of the school year. 

The children have been 

enjoying our new curricu-

lum called Dig In. Dig In 

takes a hands on learning 

approach which the chil-

dren really enjoy. Learn-

ing is always more enjoya-

ble when you can get your 

hands dirty and create 

something wonderful. Our 

Children’s Church has also 

been busy collecting items 

to fill our shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child. 

The children enjoy being a 

part of collecting and cre-

ating the shoeboxes to 

send. To see their excite-

music, and telling of the 

real meaning of Christ-

mas. More information 

will be coming within the 

next month,  stay tuned 

to find out how you can 

help or how you can be 

a part of this amazing 

event.  

Please keep the Chil-

dren’s Church in your 

prayers. It is my prayer 

that the excitement and 

enjoyment they feel now 

for church and giving will 

continue to grow and 

inspire others. 

 

Brandie Johnson 
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Parenting Prodigals- A Journey of  Perseverance 

child is raised in a church 

environment or in the Bible 

belt.  

When a child makes a 

conscious or subconscious 

(via behavior) decision to 

not walk with the Lord, it is 

vital that we as parents 

prove to them that our un-

conditional love does not 

leave them because they 

have wandered from the 

faith of their youth. It was 

pointed out to me that chil-

dren must FEEL loved. If you 

ask any person young or old 

if their parents love them, 

most will say yes. However, 

if you ask them if they FELT 

loved by their parents the 

answer usually involves 

more soul searching. 

The admonition in 1 

Thess. 5:13 to “pray without 

ceasing” must be a part of 

your life. This point is best 

illustrated in the story of St. 

Augustine. By all accounts 

before he came to faith, he 

was a wretched promiscuous 

human being. His mother 

Monica spent years manipu-

lating situations to rein him 

in. After pleading with her 

bishop to speak to Augustine 

personally, his response was 

“let him be, only pray to the 

Lord on his behalf”. Thank-

fully she heeded his admoni-

tion, and was blessed to 

witness her son coming to 

faith before she died. Au-

gustine went on to become 

one of the voices of Christi-

anity, and has influenced the 

church to this day. So often 

our impatience manifests 

itself in thinking we can 

bring our child back by our 

own efforts. But ultimately it 

lies in the power of the Holy 

Spirit to convict and restore. 

No article on this subject 

would be complete without 

suggesting how to minister 

to your friends or family 

members who are on this 

painful journey 

Quotes and even Bible 

verses quickly become rep-

etitious. It is almost automat-

ic for friends and even 

strangers to assure parents 

of prodigals that “they 

know” our children will re-

turn to the Lord. Somehow 

making claims of that nature 

seems to impose our will 

upon their life. It only adds 

to one’s confusion. “Why am 

I not receiving or hearing 

the same promises from 

God?” Just being a caring 

listener is the best way to 

minister. 

To young parents just 

starting your adventure, 

allow me to pass on pro-

found advice that I wish I 

had when my children were 

young: “Be more concerned 

with being a Godly parent, 

than producing Godly chil-

dren.” 

Modeling Godliness of-

ten speaks louder than your 

words. Sheltering them from 

worldly influences is a daily 

decision. We must bear in 

mind that sheltering them 

from the corporate body of 

the church (even with all its 

warts!) will never result in 

preparing them to be “in 

the world not of the world”. 

No individual, young or old, 

grows spiritually without 

The term “prodigals’ im-

mediately evokes the pas-

sionate image of the father 

in the well-known parable

(Luke 15:1-32), running to 

embrace his returning son. I 

however, want to take the 

time to walk you through the 

painful journey during the in-

between time. For some par-

ents it is a matter of months, 

for others it is years, or sad-

ly, a lifetime of never em-

bracing a returning son or 

daughter to the protective 

fold of our Savior.  

There probably isn’t a 

role in life that is judged 

more critically by relatives 

and friends than the role of 

parenting. As harsh as others 

can be on us, no one is hard-

er than we are on ourselves. 

We are tempted to second-

guess choices we made in 

our lives that affected our 

children, or our method of 

discipline, or most painful of 

all, our own lack of spiritual 

growth. Satan, if we permit 

him, will render us complete-

ly ineffective and defeated 

as Christians.  

Most children come to 

Christ in a Sunday school, a 

camp or with a parent. Some 

gradually grow into the 

knowledge of Jesus due to 

their spiritual up bringing. 

However, at some point in 

their lives children growing 

into teen hood or entering 

college must come to terms 

with their own personal faith. 

The question is, is it the faith 

of their childhood, or of their 

parents? I’ve heard it de-

scribed as a “crisis of faith”. 

This is especially when a 

suffering the consequence 

of his or her own mistakes. 

The balance between ex-

hibiting grace and permit-

ting spiritual growth will 

always be a challenge, 

even when your child be-

comes an adult. 

In closing, let me share 

a personal quote from Dr. 

James Dobson, that I find 

so freeing from much of 

the guilt associated with 

parenting prodigals: “Too 

often we take too much 

credit if our kids turn out 

great, and too much 

blame if they don’t “. Re-

member that we are una-

ble to see our children’s 

timeline of life. There is a 

beginning and an end, of 

which we may or may not 

be around to witness. We 

must rest in the knowledge 

that God has their entire 

timeline in his loving 

hands. 

Jesus pointedly states 

in Matthew 18:5-6 “...and 

anyone who welcomes a 

little child like this on my 

behalf is welcoming me. 

But if any one causes 

these little ones who trust 

in me to loose faith, it 

would be better for that 

person to be thrown into 

the sea with a large mill-

stone tied around their 

neck.” It is encouraging 

that Jesus is very serious 

when it comes to our chil-

dren’s walk with him, 

young and old. His love 

for our children far sur-

passes even our own love 

for them.  

     - Yvonne Dunlap 



Again, we are studying the 

Church Leaders in the first 

to fourth century. Part 1 

 

Marcion of Sinope (AD 

85ï160)  

Marcion was an important 

leader in early Christiani-

ty. His theology rejected 

the deity described in the 

Hebrew Scriptures and in 

distinction affirmed the 

Father of Christ to be the 

true God.  He was de-

nounced by the Church 

Fathers and he chose to 

separate himself from the 

orthodox church. He is 

often considered to have 

been a catalyst in the de-

velopment of the New 

Testament canon.  He pro-

posed and delineated a 

canon (a list of officially 

sanctioned religious 

works). This prompted the 

orthodox part of the 

church to form a separate 

official canon of books 

that had been recognized 

as divinely inspired and 

authoritative. Christians 

began to divide texts into 

those that aligned with the 

"measuring stick" (Greek 

kanǾn literally means 

"measuring stick") as be-

ing apostolic, authorita-

tive, Christian writings 

(these are the works of the 

Old and New Testaments 

as we know them today).   

Writings that were reject-

ed as heretical or pseudon-

ymous (writing or written 

under a false name.).   Al-

so, other works that were 

accepted but not seen as 

canon or read in public 

gatherings (the Apocry-

pha, e.g., The Shepherd of 

Hermas). Therefore, Mar-

cion played a role in final-

izing the structure and 

contents of the collection 

of works now called the 

New Testament. 

Marcion is sometimes de-

scribed as a Gnostic phi-

losopher. In some essen-

tial respects, He proposed 

ideas, which would have 

aligned well with Gnostic 

thought of the time.  Like 

the Gnostics, he argued 

that Jesus was essentially 

a divine spirit appearing 

to men in the shape of a 

human form, and not 

someone in a true physi-

cal body. 

  

Clement of Alexandria 
(AD 150-216) 

Titus Flavius Clemens, 

known as Clement of Al-

exandria to distinguish 

him from the earlier 

Clement of Rome, was a 

Christian theologian who 

taught at the Catechetical 

School of Alexandria. A 

convert to Christianity, he 

was an educated man who 

was familiar with classical 

Greek philosophy and lit-

erature. As his three major 

works demonstrate, Clem-

ent was influenced by Hel-

lenistic (Greek) philoso-

phy to a greater extent 

than any other Christian 

thinker of his time, and in 

particular by Plato and the 

Stoics.  His secret works, 

which exist only in frag-

ments, suggest that he was 

also familiar with pre-

Christian Jewish esoteri-

cism and Gnosticism. In 

one of his works he ar-

gued that Greek philoso-

phy had its origin among 

non-Greeks, claiming that 

both Plato and Pythagoras 

were taught by Egyptian 

scholars.   Among his pu-

pils were Origen and Al-

exander of Jerusalem.  

Clement is regarded as a 

Church Father, like Ori-

gen. He is venerated as a 

saint in Oriental Ortho-

doxy, Eastern Catholicism 

and Anglicanism. He was 

previously revered in the 

Roman Catholic Church, 

but his name was removed 

from the Roman Martyrol-

ogy in 1586 by Pope Six-

tus V. 

Neither Clement's 

birthdate or birthplace is 

known with any degree of 

Early Church History   by Jerry Henry 
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certainty. It is conjec-

tured that he was born 

in around 150 AD.  His 

parents were pagans, 

and Clement was a con-

vert to Christianity. In 

the Protrepticus he dis-

plays an extensive 

knowledge of Greek 

mythology and mystery 

religions, which could 

only have arisen from 

the practice of his fami-

ly's religion.  Having 

rejected paganism as a 

young man due to its 

perceived moral cor-

ruption, he travelled in 

Greece, Asia Minor, 

Palestine and Egypt and 

were primarily a reli-

gious undertaking. In 

Greece, he encountered 

an Ionian theologian, 

who has been identified 

as Athenagoras of Ath-

ens; while in the east, 

he was taught by an 

Assyrian, sometimes 

identified with Tatian, 

and a Jew, who was 

possibly Theophilus of 

Caesarea.  In around 

180 AD, Clement 

reached Alexandria, 

where he met Pantae-

nus, who taught at the 

Catechetical School of 

Alexandria. Eusebius 

suggests that Pantaenus 

was the head of the 

school, but it is contro-

versial whether the in-

stitutions of the school 
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were formalized in this 

way before the time of 

Origen.  Clement stud-

ied under Pantaenus, and 

was ordained to the 

priesthood by Pope Jul-

ian before 189 AD. Oth-

erwise, virtually nothing 

is known of Clement's 

life in Alexandria. He 

may have been married, 

a conjecture supported 

by his writings.   During 

the Severian persecu-

tions of 202ï203 AD, 

Clement left Alexandria. 

In 211 AD, Alexander of 

Jerusalem wrote a letter 

commending him to the 

Church of Antioch, 

which may imply that 

Clement was living in 

Cappadocia or Jerusa-

lem at that time. The 

date and location of his 

death are unknown. 

 

Origen (AD 185 ï 254) 

Origen was, according 

to Eusebius, "not quite 

seventeen" when Sep-

timius Severus' persecu-

tion of the Christians 

began "in the tenth year 

of his 

reign," (Ecclesiastical 

History; tr. Williamson, 

p. 179) which gives the 

approximate date of Ori-

gen's birth as 185 AD.   

He died around the reign 

of Gallus, which places 

his death in 254 AD. 

Origen lived during a 

turbulent period of the 

Roman Empire, when 

the barbarian invasions 

were sweeping across 

Europe, threatening the 

stability of the Roman 

Empire. His was also a 

time of periodic persecu-

tion against Christians, 

notably during the reigns 

of the Emperors Severus, 

Maximin, and Decius, so 

that Origen's life began 

and ended with persecu-

tion. 

His family was devoutly 

Christian, and likely 

highly educated; for his 

father, who died a mar-

tyr, made sure that Ori-

gen was schooled not 

only in biblical studies, 

but in Hellenistic 

(Greek) education as 

well. Eusebius 

(Ecclesiastical History, 

tr. Williamson, p. 182) 

tells us that Origen was 

only seventeen when he 

took over as Headmaster 

of the Christian Cate-

chetical School at Alex-

andria. He became inter-

ested in Greek philoso-

phy quite early in his 

life, studying for a while 

under Ammonius Saccas 

(the teacher of Plotinus) 

and amassing a large col-

lection of philosophical 

texts. It is probably 

around this time that he 

began composing On 

First Principles. Howev-

er, as he became ever 

more devoted to the Chris-

tian faith, he sold his li-

brary, abandoning, for a 

time, any contact with pa-

gan Greek wisdom, 

though he would eventual-

ly return to secular studies 

(Greek philosophy), from 

which he derived no small 

measure of inspiration, as 

Porphyry (recorded in Eu-

sebius) makes quite clear, 

as he continued with his 

ever more sophisticated 

elucidation of biblical 

texts. 

Origen's debt to Holy 

Scripture is obvious; he 

quotes the bible at great 

length, often drawing to-

gether seemingly disparate 

passages to make a pro-

found theological point. 

Yet his thought is all the 

while informed by his 

Greek philosophical edu-

cation, specifically that of 

the Middle Platonic tradi-

tion, notably the works of 

the Jewish Platonist Philo 

of Alexandria.  Origen 

shares with Philo an in-

sistence on the free will of 

the person, a freedom that 

is direct evidence of hu-

manity's likeness to God.  

In Origen's time, Christi-

anity as a religion had not 

yet developed a system of 

theology as a basis of or-

thodoxy; therefore, in ad-

dition to a wide variety of 

opinions regarding the 

Continue 
faith, there were also 

various sects, each 

claiming to possess the 

truth of the Christian 

faith. Foremost among 

these sects was the 

group of schools loosely 

labeled 'gnostic.' The 

Valentinian school 

(founded by Valentinus, 

an outstanding teacher 

and philosopher who 

was at one point a candi-

date for bishop of Rome) 

was the most philosophi-

cally accomplished of 

the Christian Gnostic 

sects. In his Commen-

tary on John, Origen re-

futes the doctrines of a 

Valentinian Gnostic 

named Heracleon, who 

had earlier written a 

commentary on the same 

Gospel. While Origen's 

opposition to Gnosticism 

precluded any doctrinal 

influence, he saw in 

Gnosticism the value of 

a system, for it was pre-

cisely by virtue of their 

elaborate and self-

consistent systems that 

the Gnostics were suc-

cessful in gaining adher-

ents. Since there were no 

non-Gnostic Christian 

theological systems in 

his day, it was up to Ori-

gen to formulate one. 

This was the program of 

his treatise On First 

Principles. 

Part 2 next month. 


