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want easy you will likely 
end up in heresy. If you 
want TRUTH you must allow 
every interpretation to 
come from the context in 

which it appears.  

     Every time you write or 
receive a correspondence 
letter you must do the same 
thing. A fellow wrote, 
òEvery time we go furniture 
shopping, my wife is preg-

nant with creative ideas.ó  

     Now what did this fel-
low say? If we are allowed 
to take the statement, òMy 
wife is pregnant,ó out of the 
sentence and state it as a 
fact then we will be disap-
pointed in about nine 
months. This fellow was tell-
ing you something very 
positive about his wife, but 
he wasnõt telling you his 

wife was pregnant.  

     Iõm not sure why we al-
low ourselves or others to 
abuse the Holy Scriptures 
by not insisting the greater 
context be included before 
we decide what a state-

ment in the Bible is saying.  

     Misusing the words of 
God began in the Garden 
of Eden when Satan sup-
posedly quoted God to 
make his nefarious point. 

òLast eve I passed beside 

a blacksmiths door and 

heard the anvil ring the 

vesper chime; Then, look-

ing in, I saw upon the 

floor  old hammers, worn 

with beating years of 

time.  

òHow many anvils have 

you had,ó said I, òTo wear 

and batter all these ham-

mers so?ó Blacksmithõs 

Anvil  

òJust oneó he said, and 

then, with twinkling eye, 

òThe anvil wears the 

hammers out you know.ó 

And so, I thought, the 

anvil of Godõs Word,   For 

ages skeptic blows have 

beat upon; yet, though 

the noise of falling blows 

was heard, The anvil is 

unharmed ð the hammers 

goneó Anonymous 

     Iõm sure the Word of 
God will stand up to any 
test man can devised 
against it. It has for 3500 
years and itõs not about to 

start failing now. 

     My vision for Moun-
tain Bible Church starts 
with a church family that 
makes the Bible its foun-
dation. This is the founda-
tion Christ stood upon 
when Satan began testing 
Him. But thereõs more to 
this we need to under-
stand. Satan quoted the 
Bible for every test he 

threw at Christ. 

     How do we decide 
whether Satan or Christ 
was quoting the Bible cor-
rectly? They couldnõt both 
be correct and yet both 
quoted the Bible precisely 
as it was recorded? How 

can this be? 

     The answer is simple 
but itõs not easy. If you 
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Satan also misused the 
basic rule of reasoning to 
blind them from discover-

ing his deception. 

     My vision for our 
Mountain Bible Church 
family includes that we 
would insist on making 
the Bible, interpreted in 
its greater context, be the 
foundation of what we 

believe. 

     All of Godõs creation is 
with order and structure. 
As we see the order and 
miracles of the works of 
God in the world around 
us, we shouldnõt be sur-
prised to see the same in 
the Bible. For example, 
consider the miracle of the 
òHumming Bird.  Their 
hearts pump about 
1,200+ times per minute 
in flight and 200 beats 
per minute at rest. Their 
daytime body tempera-
ture ranges from 105° to 

108°F.  

     Their extreme metab-
olism would render them 
incapable of living 
through the night except 
for a special miracle God 
performs for them every 
night. Their body temper-

ature drops from 105 ð 
108 to the point of be-
coming hypothermic, which 
radically reduces their 

metabolism rate.  

     God made their bod-
ies to automatically enter 
into a state of torpor at 
night when they are not 
feeding, (temporary or 
semi-hibernation). During 
this time the humming-
birdõs heart rate will drop 
to as slow as 50 beats 

per minute.  

     Hummingbirds may 
even stop breathing for 
periods of time. This al-
lows them to use up to 50 
times less energy than 
they would need during 
their daytime activities.  
During this time, they cling 
to a branch and sit almost 
lifeless; sometimes their 
feet (which are known to 
be quite weak) will loosen 
their grasp enough so 
they swing downwards 
and remain hanging up-
side down on the branch 
until the next morning or 
until they become alert 

when approached.  

     Every day you see a 
hummingbird you are see-
ing a miracle. Apart from 
Godõs intervention that 
bird would have starved 

to death through the night! 

     I see a comparison to 
Godõs word in this man-
ner. Every time you see a 
Bible and a Christian who 
believes it, you are seeing 

a living miracle. Itõs not 
only the atheist and 
doubters who attack the 
veracity of the Bible, lib-
eral Christianity seems to 
feel they have the right to 
misuse, misquote, or just as 
bad, ignore the Bible as a 
document of absolute au-

thority.  

     Listen to these confir-
mations of the trustworthi-
ness of from our trustwor-

thy predecessors:  

òPraise the LORD who has 

given rest to his people 

Israel, just as he prom-

ised. Not one word has 

failed of all the wonderful 

promises he gave through 

his servant Moses . 1 Kings 

8:56 (NLT)  

 

òNot a single one of all the 

good promises the LORD 

had given to the family of 

Israel was left unfulfilled; 

everything he had spoken 

came true.ó Joshua 21:45 

(NLT)  

 

òAnd may the LORD make 

us keep our promises to 

each other , for he has wit-

nessed them.ó 1 Samuel 

20:23 (NLT)  

 

òGodõs way is perfect. All 

the LORDõs promises 

prove true . He is a 

shield for all who look to 

him for protection .  2 

Samuel 22:31 (NLT)  

     Considering the at-
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tempts to destroy the Bi-
ble down through the 
years; every time you 
have a Bible available to 
you, itõs a miracle of God! 
And, itõs in Godõs nature 
to create things that en-

dure forever.  

 òGive thanks to the LORD, 

for he is good! His faith-

ful love  endures forever .ó 
1 Chronicles 16:34 (NLT)  

 

òEverything he (God) does 

reveals his glory and maj-

esty. His righteousness  

never fails .ó Psalm 111:3 

(NLT)  

 

òAs the Scriptures say, 

òThey share freely and 

give generously to the 

poor. Their  good deeds 

will be remembered for-

ever.ó 2 Corinthians 9:9 

(NLT)  

     This is how the apostle 
Peter applied the assur-
ance that every promise 
of God is completely reli-
able and utterly trustwor-

thy. 

òGod chose him (Jesus 
Christ)  as your ransom 

long before the world be-

gan, but he has now re-

vealed him to you in these 

last days. (21) Through 

Christ you have come to 

trust in God. And you have 

placed your faith and hope 

in God because he raised 

Christ from the dead and 

gave him great glory. (22) 

Volume 29 Issue 3 

For Help and Answers 
Call the church office-----ññññññ-ñññññ-----822-7541 

Crisis Prayer requestsññññ--------ñCall Carol, 822-5479 

Change address or phoneñññññññññññ---822-7541 

Doctrinal questions-----ññññññ-ðññññ--------822-7541 

Wedding questions----ñññññññ-ññññ---------822-7541 

Hospital visits----------------ññññññññññ-ñ-------822-7541 

Counseling Information--ñññðñññññññ-------822-7541 

Child dedication Service -ñññññññññññ-----822-7541 

Student Ministries (Junior High to College)---ñ-822-7541 

Membership/Baptism-----ñññññññññññ------822-7541 

Have Faith My Child 

For the umpteenth time Mrs. 
Youngston came to her pas-
tor to tell him, "I'm so 
scared! Joe says he's going 
to kill me if I continue to 
come to your church."  
        
      "Yes, yes, my child," 
replied the pastor, more 
than a little tired of hearing 
this over and over. "I will 
continue to pray for you, 
Mrs. Youngston. Have faith 
the Lord will watch over 
you."  
       "Oh yes, he has kept 
me safe thus far, only....."  
        "Only what, my child?"  
       "Well, now he says if I 
keep coming to your church, 
he's going to kill YOU!"  
       "Well, now," said the 
pastor, "Perhaps it's time to 
check out that little church 
on the other side of town." 

 

Brush and Blush 
 

Join us March 24th at 5:00-8:00pm,  to 
paint the picture of the cross.  The cost is 

$25.00.  We will have everything you need.  
You must RSVP so we can guarantee 

enough supplies.  There will be snacks and 
fellowship.   
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Spring Ministry at 
Church for kids will be 
March 22 and March 

23rd from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon. This will be two 

mornings of fun and ad-

venture for 
kids K-5th 

grade. 
Start talk-
ing about 

it to your friends and 
neighbors. Adults that 

would like to help should 
let Lori Henry know. 

It feels as if Easter is 
coming early this year.  

We want you to be well 
prepared the all the 
ways we at Mountain 
Bible Church work to 
make Easter a special 
day.    
 
At 7:00 am We have an 
early morning devotional 
service outside.   Which is 
great opportunity to 
worship outside with the 
morning birds.   
 
7:30 am is our Easter 
Breakfast.   8:30 am and 
10:30 am will be  our 
regular services. 
 
 

March Events: S.M.A.C.K. 
With Easter in March  
why is Seder in 
April?  We love that 

people are excited 
about MBC Seder 
dinner.  Tables have 
been reserved and the 
question comes òWhy is 
Seder in April if Easter 
is in March.ó  The 
answer from one office 
secretary is òIDK? Weird 
calendar, but we could 
celebrate Purim 3/23, 
and at the listening of 
the Easter story we can 
twirl graggers and 
stamp our feet to drown 
out the evil name of 
Haman.ó   

  "Now, here's what I want 
you to do. Listen careful-
ly."  
  "I'll do anything, Lord. 
Just tell me what to do."  
 "Okay. Let go of the 
branch."What?" "I said, let 
go of the branch. Just trust 
Me. Let go."   There was a 
long silence.  
    Finally Jack yelled, 
"HELP! HELP! IS ANYONE 
ELSE UP THERE?" 
 

Dust to Dust 
 

A little boy had just got 
home from Sunday School 
and mom was cooking lunch. 
"Mommy, is it true that be-
fore you're born you're just 
dust and after you die you 
go back to being dust?"  
 "That's right son, why?"  
 "Well that's just what they 

Comic Corner 
time, but no one heard 
him. He was about to give 
up when he heard a voice. 
Jack, Jack. Can you hear 
me?"  
  "Yes, yes! I can hear you. 
I'm down here!"  
  "I can see you, Jack. Are 
you all right?"  
  "Yes, but who are you, 
and where are you?  
    "I am the Lord, Jack. I'm 
everywhere."  
   "The Lord? You mean, 
GOD?"  
   "That's Me."  
  "God, please help me! I 
promise if, you'll get me 
down from here, I'll stop 
sinning. I'll be a really 
good person. I'll serve You 
for the rest of my life."  
  "Easy on the promises, 
Jack. Let's get you off 
from there; then we can 
talk."  

The Fall 
A man named Jack was 
walking along a steep cliff 
one day, when he acci-
dentally got too close to 
the edge and fell. On the 
way down he grabbed a 
branch, which temporarily 
stopped his fall. He looked 
down and to his horror saw 
that the canyon fell straight 
down for more than a thou-
sand feet.  
    He couldn't hang onto 
the branch forever, and 
there was no way for him 
to climb up the steep wall 
of the cliff. So Jack began 
yelling for help, hoping 
that someone passing by 
would hear him and lower 
a rope or something.  
   HELP! HELP! Is anyone up 
there? "HELP!"  
   He yelled for a long 

said at 
church today." "Run up 
stairs and wash your hands 
son, lunch will be ready in 
a few minutes."  
 About 10 minutes went by 
and she called out for him 
to come down. "I'll be there 
in a minute." As they were 
about to sit down at the 
table, the little boy asked 
again about being dust 
before being born and 
after you die. Once again 
mother said yes son.  
The little boy looked at her 
and said, then you better 
get up to my room pretty 
quick, because something 
under my bed is either 
coming or going!! 
 
 

 

EASTER 3/27 Purim not Seder?  

Purim  

3/23  
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 God. (24) As the Scriptures 

say, òPeople are like grass; 

their beauty is like a flow-

er in the field. The grass 

withers and the flower 

fades. (25) But the word of 

the Lord remains forev-

er.ó And that word is the 

Good News that was 

preached to you . 1 Peter 

1:20 - 25 (NLT)  

     When you trust the 
Bible you are trusting 

God who gave it and 
preserved it for us. This 
makes it all the more im-
portant for us to make 
sure we are understand-
ing it and not misinter-
preting it. All the while 
realizing that we are in-
capable of understanding 
any spiritual truths unless 
we are taught them by 

the Holy Spirit.  

     Thereõs much more 

You were cleansed from 

your sins when you obeyed 

the truth, so now you must 

show sincere love to each 

other as brothers and sis-

ters. Love each other 

deeply with all your heart. 
(23) For you have been born 

again, but not to a life that 

will quickly end. Your new 

life will last forever  be-

cause it comes from the 

eternal, living word of 

thatõs involved in my 
vision for our Church 
family, but if we donõt 
get this right, the rest of 

it wonõt much matter! 

 

I pray that each of you 
have a magnificent 

March. 

Your Pastor,  Marv 

JUNE 6-10, 

2016 

JR. HI/HIGH SCHOOL 

COMBO - 6th-12th 

Ponderosa Pines will play 

an important role in the 

lives of teenagers this 

summer. We are a com-

munity that values peo-

ple. A student discovers 

that their value is not 

based on performance, 

nor is it based on their 

appearance, talent or 

skills. Consequently, they 

experience the freedom 

and the joy of being ac-

cepted as a person creat-

ed in the image of God. 

Don't miss this great op-

portunity! Darrin 

McWatters of Arbor 

Road Church in Long 

Beach and For All Sea-

sons. 

 

Cost $329 

Deposit $100  

PONDO -Sign Up Now! 


